Walk in Binsted and Binsted Woods title## ¢ KS ! NII Yy R [ A1
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Emma Tristram

On the walk itself, smalllustratedbookletswere distributed to the

40walkers while Mike and Emma Tristrgparformedthe textsat the
indicated stopping places

The route of the walk
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i, “Route of gulded walk 'The Art and therature of Binsted Woods" in

\ Binsted, West Sussex, BN18 OLL (Binsted Arts Weekend, 11.6.16) | ; r‘



1. Stop 1: Gather by the church.

TEXT:
CANBGO LI NG 2F NBIFIRAY3I TNPOW. WHeélived Koms5 A G S N
1928 to 1996.
The time is, perhaps, 1945¥! & FI NJ 6ol O1 Fa L OFy NBYS
could speak, | loved to draw and paint, in all their seasonal change, our fields,
our parks, our hedges; brooks; barties; and our skies. Of all places to
spend these enchanted hours, | preferred our graveyard. It was hardly larger
than a more temporary dormitory. | would seat myself against its southern
wall, warm in the sunshine, where the corpses of old labmisame of whom
I had known and loved, threw up an abundance of violets of both varieties,

scattered rugs of purple and white.

The German [a young German airman who had survived baling out of his
plane] found me here one afternoon and sat beside metchimg me paint.
Our privacy, his boredom and loneliness, broke down all vestiges of hostility. |
knew that he would follow wherever | led. From the church, and off the main
lane which is all our village offers, there runs a muddy path, throughsfield
across a bridge in a small, sunken copse, into what was then parkland: a grand,

broad, upward slope of green, dotted with ancient trees.
Binsted Park epitomised the vanishing England of my yobtQ

We will follow the path Michael describes towarssted Park. Before we
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First Michael Wishart himself.



Picture 1 is a painting by Michael Wishart

LQY adAff I RRAY3I xiKadal NAKR2YS DFf KER
. fdzS t I 0 K Q tom& theQeKcitelBnOof deding Purple Emperor
butterflies in Binsted Woods last summer.

Picture 2is one | recently discovered of sun seen through birches.




On the way to our next stop we will pass the subjects of some drawings by
W.S.Rogers.

Picture3is a drawing by W.S.Rogers of part of the wall of the Old Regtory

now the side wall of Stable Cottage. He was an amateur artist whose identity

is uncertain, but there are over 120 drawings by him in the Record Office. The
archivist there suggestshwas William Smith Rogers, who lived in Arundel, a
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gone out drawing in the evenings and would sometimes make his drawings

very small, postcard size, and offer them for salelf&r¢ he would draw you a

copy. He particularly loved drawing Binsted.
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Pictures 5and 6 are two of his few drawings with figures in thegihe usually
drew woods and trees. One shewa scene of ploughing at Binsted, seen
through a gap in a hedge. It could be these fields with Binsted Woods in the

background. Another is of making a hayrick.
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Muddy Lae towards the woods.

Stop 2: by bench at east end Muddy Lane.

At this point | have to diverge from my subject and point out that the Binsted
option for the Arundel bypass is at present among the routes beingjestiuoy
Highways England. It crosses our path here with an overbridge to carry this

track to the woods. We would be on that overbridge now.

There are other options being studiedi KS 2t R Wt NBEF¥ SNNFBR

Tortington Common, nearer to Arundeh@a mostlyonline route.

The National Park boundary is the hedge going north and south from here.
The new Binsted route is trying to avoid the National Park and its woodland.

As a result it goes through Tortington village, enters Binsted to the south
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